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they are also a part of the specifications, he has the advantage of a double language in which to present his ideas, and, if he does not succeed in making clear to the proposed contractors exactly what is to be done, he should feel that he alone is to blame for any misunderstanding.
116. Specifications Accompanying Complete Detail Plans. As described in article 17, we have in general three classes of engineering specifications, describing the work itself, namely:
Specifications accompanying complete detail plans.
Specifications accompanying a general plan only.
Specifications unaccompanied by any plan, and commonly known as General Specifications.
When the specifications are accompanied by complete detail plans, these plans are prepared before the specifications are drawn, and in this case the specific descriptive specifications are largely composed of descriptions of the materials to be used, the methods of manufacture and erection, and of the results to be accomplished, or of the tests to which the finished product is to be subjected. Such complete detail plans are always necessary when a particular and definite plan is to be carried out. When the work is to be let in open competition, and to the lowest bidder it is also usually best to prepare complete detail plans in order to insure that the bidders will all estimate on exactly the same thing, and further, to insure that the final product will be satisfactory. In this case the detail plans must be duplicated by some of the various methods of copying drawings, and in very large and important work frequently by photo-lithographing, and these copies of the plans submitted along with the specifications to the various parties wishing to bid upon the work. If the bidders are expected to be those residing in the immediate vicinity, it is not so necessary to duplicate these drawings, all the bidders being asked to examine the drawings in the office of the